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Review of the 2024Results 

• Tipperary Strong Tradition of Participation in Tidy Towns

• 66 National Winners, Tipperary achieved National honours 6 times

• Donegal has achieved highest national winners 8 National Titles (12%)  
Tipperary and Cavan with 6 national honours 9%

• Tipperary had 80 Entries in 2024 – very high level of participation in 
the National Competition 



National 2024 Results Top Scores also reflected by Population 
Category 



Within Tipperary we have highlighted the top 5 in each of the 8 
categories – what lesson’s can we learn from each other ?



Tipperary Volunteer Centre have prepared a report on each entrant 
with 2023 comparison, National Top Sore and who achieved top in 
your category 



Data Provided on all Tipperary results, and 
also all Gold, Silver and Bronze nationally
•



Breakdown by Category Tipperary & National

Category Population Tipperary (81) National Gold Silver Bronze 
including Tipperary (160) 

A Under 200 38 48% 23 14%

B 201 to 1,000 29 36% 33 21%

C 1,001 to 2,500 4 5% 19 12%

D 2,501 to 5,000 3 4% 18 11%

E 5,001 to 10,000 5 6% 23 14%

F 10,001 to 15,000 0 0 14 9%

G 15,001 to 25,000 1 1% 19 12%

H 25,001 and over 0 11 7%



Data resources

• Data, maps will be uploaded next week to www.tipperarycoco.ie

• Slide Deck and any other resources will also be uploaded to the 
website 

Thank you 

Fiona Crotty, Administrative Officer, Economic Community and Rural
Development

Fiona.crotty@tipperarycoco.ie

http://www.tipperarycoco.ie/
mailto:Fiona.crotty@tipperarycoco.ie


Tipperary Supports Tidy Towns 
2025

Tipperary Heritage – Supporting and 
Showcasing Heritage in your application 



What is Heritage ?

• Monuments, archaeological objects, heritage objects, architectural 
heritage, flora, fauna, wildlife habitats, landscapes, seascapes, wrecks, 
geology, heritage gardens and parks and inland waterways.

• Heritage Act 1995

• Cultural and Intangible heritage music, dance, traditions, folklore, oral 
history, industrial and agricultural heritage 



Heritage is important because....

It is our inheritance-what 
we chose to give value to

Biodiversity is an 
essential component in 
the functioning of our 

environment

Provides a sense of 
place and pride for 
residents and local 

communities.

Tipperary's heritage 
encourage domestic and 

overseas visitors to come, 
to stay and to return

It is a factor that makes a 
place attractive to set up 

a business

Interaction with 
heritage provides 

physical and mental 
health benefits and 

contributes to wellbeing

It is shared among all 
citizens and is fully 

inclusive



Heritage and Tidy Towns

• Streetscapes and Public Spaces



Beauty is in the eye of the beholder!

Bantry Library:  National rating on National Inventory of Architectural Heritage

Detached Modernist Style irregular plan double height library built c 1975



National Inventory of Architectural Heritage 

• www.buildingsofireland.ie

http://www.buildingsofireland.ie/


Contacts in Local Authority Streetscapes 
Public Spaces
• Municipal Districts 

• Area Engineer

• Conservation Officer

• Town Regeneration Officer

• Planning Department

• Environment Section 

• Biodiversity Officer

• Heritage Officer



Artwork on boarded up buildings and hoardings 
by South Tipperary Arts Group 



Graveyards



Historic graveyards places of significant human activity

• Resting place for departed and places of remembrance
• Heritage value in archaeology, architecture, folk art
• Wildlife habitats
• Repositories of local genealogy











Community Monuments Fund



Creative Ireland



Thank You ☺
roisin.ogrady@tipperarycoco.ie

052- 6166213

mailto:roisin.ogrady@tipperarycoco.ie


Biodiversity - Tidy Towns  
Ann Marie Fleming (TCC)

08th Feb 2025



Recap – What is Biodiversity? 

• Biodiversity or biological diversity is 
the variety of all living things on earth 
and includes 

➢Genetic diversity (genes)

➢Specific diversity (species)

➢Ecological diversity (ecosystems)

• Biodiversity, therefore, includes 
everything from bacteria, insects, 
birds, mammals, amphibians, plants 
and fungi, to larger habitats and 
ecosystems such as woodlands, 
grasslands, Wetlands etc. 



Why does biodiversity matter?

• It provides us with essential
ecosystem services such as clean 
air, water purification, climate 
regulation, pollination, pest 
control, fuel., recreation, 
medicine……………

• The value of ecosystem services 
in Ireland alone is €2.6 billion 
annually!!



Understanding Biodiversity Scoring

• Key Criteria –



Adjudication for Biodiversity

• Knowing and understanding Nature in your local area

• Habitats and Species in your local area

• Actions for Nature and Biodiversity

• Education and Awareness



Know and understanding your local area

• What habitats are present? - Rivers, lakes, grassland, woodland, 
stonewalls, parks etc….

• First step is habitat survey and mapping – Community Foundation of 
Ireland Grants available 

• Are there protected areas? – PNHA’s, NHA’s, SAC’s, SPA’s, Nature 
Reserves

• Legislation – Wildlife Act 1976- 2023, The Habitats Directive, The 
Birds Directive 

• Species in your local area (may influence some or your Actions)

Maps - Biodiversity Maps

https://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/Map


Habitat Management

• Looking at habitats in local area and how to improve management 

➢Grass management (long-flowering meadow, 6 week meadow)

➢Hedgerow management 

➢Removing non-native species (may need to seek expert advice, legislation)

➢Avoid clearance of ivy, lichens, mosses from stonewalls/buildings

• Be aware of areas within SAC’s, SPA’s, NHA’s  (legislative requirements)

• Avoid use of pesticides

• Be aware of effects of lighting on sensitive species 



Habitat Creation

• Start small
• Planting native hedgerow
• Banks for solitary bees 
• Small pond
• Orchard or small urban woodland
• Meadows 
• Ecological networks

Keep it simple!!!!



Actions for Biodiversity

• A Local Biodiversity Action Plan  (LBAP) – written by an ecologist 
(usually)  - sets objectives and actions for specific habitat/area within 
your locality (Community Foundation of Ireland)

• Habitat Management and creation – Grass management, vegetation 
management, planting

• Surveys  and monitoring – Wildflowers, insects, birds, mammals 

➢Can show how what you currently have and how previous 
biodiversity enhancements have positively impacted biodiversity, 

➢Pollinators – Actions should follow All – Ireland Pollinator Plan 



• Tree/ hedge planting – Right 
trees in right place, native trees 
of Irish provenance

• Create ecological networks –
Create a map of areas currently 
managed for pollinators, look to 
extend

• Community engagement and 
awareness – Social media, 
community events, engaging 
schools

Actions for Biodiversity



Showcasing your application 

• Clearly present your achievements, projects and  community 
engagement!!

• Clearly present or outline each of the elements (Green spaces and 
landscaping, Nature and Biodiversity, Residential areas etc…)

• Keep in concise, use bullet points where possible

• Use good visuals 

➢Short videos

➢Before and after photos (improvements and public spaces, pollinator 
planting, sustainability).

➢6 photos per page 



Showcasing your application 

• Map and plans for projects – Ecological networks, pollinator planting, 
tree planting 

• Highlight Community Involvement – Keep track of no. of volunteers 
participating, take photos

• Highlight partnerships with local schools, businesses, LA 

• Include photos from events 

• Showcase any data you may have gathered – biodiversity project (this 
is where surveys are useful). 

• Cleary show Social media platform and include links and use hashtags



Showcasing your application 

• Outline any planned projects and the benefits for biodiversity

• How will future projects improve your town/village 

• If issues are present, such as an invasive species, outline a plan for 
management 



Thanks for your attendance 
Any questions???



Contact me 

Ann Marie Fleming (Biodiversity Officer)

Ballingarrane House, Cahir Road, Clonmel, E91E183

annmarie.fleming@tipperarycoco.ie

mailto:annmarie.fleming@tipperarycoco.ie


Some useful resources 

National Biodiversity Data Centre – Documenting Ireland's Wildlife

Ireland's invasive species - Invasives.ie

All-Ireland Pollinator Plan » All-Ireland Pollinator Plan

Home Page - Hedgerows Ireland

Irish Bats - Bat Conservation Ireland

Home Page - BirdWatch Ireland

https://biodiversityireland.ie/
https://invasives.ie/about/irelands-invasive-species/
https://pollinators.ie/
https://hedgerows.ie/
https://www.batconservationireland.org/irish-bats
https://birdwatchireland.ie/


UN Sustainable 
Development Goals

(SDGs)
Act Local  

Think Global
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How Is Your Group Doing with the More 
Environmentally Aware Aspects of the Tidy Towns 

Competition?
• How environmentally friendly is your Tidy Towns group?

• Would you like to be more aware of climate actions you can do?

• Would you like to improve in the Tidy Towns competition sections, 
such as, Nature and Biodiversity in your locality and Sustainability -
Doing more with less?

• Have you any idea how to apply the Sustainable Development Goals 
to your application in the best way?

• Do you use chemical pesticides but would like to know of other 
effective types?



Break Out Session

Break out Session to work on Sustainable Development Goals

Lunch Canteen 12.45-1.30

Return 1.30 for Fran Igoe Local Authority Waters Programme



Tipperary Supports Tidy 
Towns

08/02/25

Sara Bourke

Rural Development STDC



About the Local Development Companies

Independent companies who work to advance community-led local development to 

address social, economic and environmental challenges for the benefit of all in 

North and South Tipperary



Key Programmes

• Supports for individuals who 
may be socially excluded
• Jobseekers
• People with disabilities
• New Communities
• People who are isolated

• Supports for community groups 
working with these issues.



Key Programmes (contd)

Rural

Social

Scheme

• Work placements within communities



Potential Sources of Funding

• Town and Village Renewal
• Rural Regeneration Fund
• CLAR
• Community Centres Investment Fund
• SEAI
• Just Transition Fund
• Sports Capital
• Local Enhancement
• CoCo operations
• LEADER



.

• EU Grant scheme
• Revitalisation of Towns and Villages
• Rural Tourism
• Social Inclusion
• Environment / Sustainability / Biodiversity
• Economic / Enterprise



Types of funding
Project Type Max Grant

rates

Max Grant

Non profit
Capital eg Building works,

equipment, landscaping,

planting and marketing

75% €5k to €200k

Feasibility studies, Research 90% €5k to €30k
Training 100% €5k to €200k

Typically, 3 months from submission of application to 
signing contract and project start

Works carried out before contract signed are NOT eligible



Environmental Projects

• Improve biodiversity;

• Restore and develop habitats, including eradicating invasive species;

• Community Gardens

• Improve water quality on lakes, rivers and streams, and conserve water
resources;

• Facilitate energy conservation, and renewable energy initiatives.

• Support waste reduction, upcycling and the circular economy



What is NOT Eligible under LEADER:

• Conventional Retail Operations

• Running costs / maintenance / salaries

• Conventional Motor Vehicles (inc. Farm/Industrial/Construction)

• Improvements/Refurbishments to Private Residential Property / Mainstream Tourist 
Accomodation

• Planning application fees

• Support for Mainstream Activities of Mainstream Sporting Organisations

• Primary Agriculture, Horticulture & Fisheries

• Housing, Healthcare & Education



LEADER  application process 

Requires time and effort

Detailed Application form 

Supporting Documents

Planning Permission

Ownership / Formal Lease /Formal Agreement

 Seek 3-5 quotations for the work based on detailed 
specification 

Accounts / Bank statements / Governing Documents etc



Conclusion

• LEADER funding can support 
your project

• Application process requires 
time

• We are here to help and support

• For further information 
contact a project 
development officer

• Contact details via: 

• www.ntdc.ie (067 56676)

• www.stdc.ie (052 744 2652)

http://www.stdc.ie/




Sensory Planting & Community 
Memories Project

Fiona Crotty Economic Community and Rural Development 



Sensory Planting Guide 

Tipperary Understand 
Together 

Sensory Planting 



Tipperary Understand Together 



Community Memories Project 

• Photo Book 

• Use of images has been shown to 
improve recognition, 
understanding, and recall in people 
with dementia

• Pictures can trigger fantastic 
memories and interests.  One 
image can take the person on a 
journey down memory lane and 
bring out associated stories about 
work, school, family life, travel an 
social events

• Local Project – intergenerational 

• Local Showcase at local shop, 
community centre

• Can submit evidence or copy to be 
part of the Tipperary County collated 
project for showcase during Positive 
Ageing Week 2025 29/09 to 03/10



Community 
Memories Project –
Then and Now 



Dementia Awareness Training

• In March and April Tipperary Age Friendly will host Dementia 
Awareness training in Tipperary

• This training will be for 1-1.5 hours duration, it is free to attend

• You can support those living with dementia living in your community

• Dates will be promoted through Tipperary PPN, Tipperary Age 
Friendly, through local libraries and local dementia cafe 

• For more information visit www.tipperarycoco.ie

• Contact agefriendly@tipperarycoco.ie

http://www.tipperarycoco.ie/
mailto:agefriendly@tipperarycoco.ie


The Power of Place & People 
in Tipperary - a Survey

Connect: Building a Stronger Community Together

Fiona Crotty, Economic Community and Rural development 



• Tipperary LECP Action to undertake Community Capacity and Community 
Organisation Audit

• There are 1756 number of community Groups registered with Tipperary 
Public Participation Network in County Tipperary (The planned survey will 
exclude Burial Ground and Residents Associations in the first round)

• This audit will reflect the physical infrastructure and fabric of the 
community facility 

• This audit will also reflect the social capital of the community group

Building Blocks of Community 



The tapestry of Community
▪ The survey/audit is currently being finalised with input from Climate Action, Health and 

Wellbeing, Tipperary PPN and other stakeholders.

▪ Tipperary PPN will be a full partner on this project

▪ Each physical community facility will be visited. Each of these facilities will have photos of 
entrances, disability access, video conferencing, green infrastructure, energy upgrades 
completed or required captured with their records

▪ They will also be engaged to ascertain their social capital, their current capacity, their capacity 
and volunteer requirements, areas of interest, areas to develop, training required 

▪ Each community group without a facility will also be engaged and their social capital will be 
recorded.

▪ We will also ascertain their ability and willingness to engage in Community/Emergency 
Response

▪ The survey questionnaire will be built in www.submit.com portal. 

▪ Each property or group will be identified by the PPN ID Number.

▪ The location for each audit will have an EIRCODE for mapping 

▪ Tipperary County Council Website to host this information

http://www.submit.com/


Local Links 
• We will be able to identify areas of interest/clusters of interest and 

work with Tipperary ETB, Tipperary PPN, Tipperary Volunteer Centre, 
Tipperary Sports Partnership etc to provide targeted training

• The audit will provide the staff within the Local Development 
Companies with groups that need support and mentoring 

• We will also ascertain what activities that currently take place at the 
premises and showcase these on https://whatsonintipp.ie/

• The audit will provide each physical location with a sign with their 
EIRCODE and QR code.  The QR Code will lead back to Tipperary 
County Council website portal. 

E91 E183 

https://whatsonintipp.ie/


Understanding Our Community's Needs

• A dedicated team of staff from Tipperary Public Participation Network and 
Tipperary Community Team will conduct the surveys.

• Each survey engagement could take 2-3 hours 

• We plan to commence end of Q1 2025

• We will begin with the Carrick on Suir MD, followed by Thurles MD, 
followed by Nenagh MD, Tipperary Cahir Cashel MD and Clonmel BD

• We anticipate that it will take potentially 12 to 18 months to fully conclude 
the project 

• This information will support Tipperary County Council and LCDC and 
inform us of community needs within the county

• The website portal will be populated at intervals as areas are concluded



For further information on this project contact 

Fiona Crotty, Administrative Officer, Economic Community and Rural 
Development 

 087 1252938   fiona.crotty@tipperarycoco.ie

Anna Ryan, Staff Officer, Economic Community and Rural 
Development

 052 6166198   Anna.ryan@tipperarycoco.ie

Ruth Smith, Coordinator Tipperary Public Participation Network 

 0504 61014   ccoordinator@ppntipperary.ie

mailto:fiona.crotty@tipperarycoco.ie
mailto:Anna.ryan@tipperarycoco.ie
mailto:ccoordinator@ppntipperary.ie


Event Close

• Feedback Forms for completion 

• Copy of Slide Deck will be emailed 

• Engagement through Dementia Awareness Training 

• Engagement through Community Mapping 

• Mary MacMahon Chair Tipperary Age Friendly Older Peoples Council 


