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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE MAY MEETING OF NENAGH MUNICIPAL
DISTRICT HELD IN NENAGH MUNICIPAL DISTRICT CHAMBER AT 10.00 AM ON

21st MAY 2026

Present in Clir's Fiona Bonfield, J.P. O'Meara, Pamela Quirke O'Meara,

chamber Michael O Meara, Louise Morgan Walsh, Séamus Morris, John
Carroll and Phyll Bugler

Apologies Clir. Joe Hannigan .

Also Present

Ms. Rosemary Joyce, District Administrator; Mr. Liam Brett,
Director of Services; Mr. Kieran Malone, Senior Engineer; Mr.
Barry Murphy, Senior Executive Engineer and Ms. Sinead Moriarty,
Staff Officer

Environment: Ms. Sharon Scully, Administrative Officer; Mr.
Ruairi Boland, Senior Executive Engineer

LAWPRO: Ms. Maggie Morrissey, Senior Community Water Officer
and Darragh Kelly, Community Water Officer

Item 1.

To note any
Disclosures/
Conflicts of
Interest

None

Item 2.

To consider and
adopt Minutes
of the April
Meeting held on
16" April 2026

It was proposed by Clir. Carroll and seconded by Clir. Bonfield and
resolved that the minutes of the April Meeting held on 16 April be
adopted.

Item 3.

To receive
update from
Environment

The report from Environment was circulated to members.

Cllr. Quirke O’Meara asked if the survey on historical landfills will
take in the surrounding area and if there will be a mattress
amnesty soon.

ClIr. Morris stated that Tipperary County Council has a substantial
Climate Action Plan, but the Government’s Critical Infrastructure
Bill will undermine it. The Minister can decide to approve projects
e.g. data centres without considering the effect on climate action.
A lot of boxes must be ticked in relation to the Eastern Midlands
water scheme to protect the environment. People can go to court
to object, but they will not be able to claim costs. TDs are voting
to take climate action out of any future critical infrastructure
projects. He requested that Environment Section invite
environmental groups from the Mid-West region to a meeting
hosted by the Council to see how we can put a concentrated
coordinated campaign in place to protect the Environment in the
Mid-West region i.e. Eastern and Midlands WSP and the attempt
by the Government to disapply Section 15 of the Climate Act in
the Critical infrastructure bill .
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Clir. Bugler said it was a pity that TCC did not make a submission
on this bill. Voluntary groups do have environmental concerns but
will have to come up with the money if they want to take a judicial
review of any of these projects. She thanked Mr. Riairi Boland for
his work on Boher burial ground and asked if something could be
done with the landfill in Ballina as it is very unsightly. She thanked
the environment staff for the help with National Spring Clean week
and the work on the Kilmastualla River. She asked for information
on what areas can apply for the septic tank and well grants.

ClIr. Carroll enquired about prosecutions for litter offences and if
there will be any increase in litter fines. Cllr. M. O’Meara stated
that great work has been done on the Shannon Vermi Composting
site and it appears to be 95% complete. He asked when it is
expected to be completed and if it was possible to get the costs
back.

Ms. S. Scully said that the survey will be on the landfill only in the
Silvermines. Litter and dog fines will be increased to €250 in
September, and an amount of waste must be left at the site at
Shannon Vermi Compost while legal proceedings are ongoing.

She said she would revert in relation to meeting with
Environmental Groups. Mr R. Boland informed members that there
will be a mattress amnesty later in the year.

Item 4.

To receive
update from
LAWPRO

The rebort from LAWPRO was circulated to members.

Cllr. Morris expressed concerns about the monitoring of discharge
pipes especially from Uisce Eireann facilities. He said that recently
there was a discharge at O Brien’s Bridge and the alarms at the
plant had been turned off for a few weeks. Uisce Eireann have a
poor record on rivers, and he is not sure if the EPA currently have
enough power. He was concerned that there is no drainage
committee or similar group responsible for the rivers in towns.

Cllr. Quirke O'Meara expressed her thanks for the support given to
Toor Tidy Towns and Kilcommon. Clir. Carroll asked about the
types of grants for Nature Based Solutions. Clir. M. O'Meara
enquired about the reasons for some rivers improving and some
not. He understands soil type can have an influence, but farmers
are willing to embrace what needs to be done to improve water
quality.

Cllr. Bugler asked if the water is tested in Lough Derg, she has
concerns that Uisce Eireann are not removing nitrates, but the EPA
has issued a tertiary treatment licence. She stated that funding is
required to address the issues of Japanese knotweed and zebra
mussels. Cllr. Bonfield said giant hogweed is also an issue along
the Mulcair River.

Ms. M. Morrissey explained that while water quality has
disimproved there also has been improvement in some areas.
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Measures are now starting to be put in place but anything to
improve water quality will be a slow process. It is difficult to know
what is causing the decline in Tipperary, it may be historical
drainage issues. Rain gardens are very popular nature-based
solutions. She advised that there would be training for Councillors
at end of June. She will follow up on the discharge pipe on Lough
Derg and she informed members that LAWPRO do not have a role
in policy but do provide the science to the Department and to
Teagasc. LAWPRO have also applied for more money for EIP.

Item 5.

To agree a date
for the Annual
Meeting

It was agreed to hold the annual meeting on Thursday, 25% June
2026.

Item 6.

To agree a date
for the June
meeting of

It was agreed to hold the June meeting of Nenagh MD on
Thursday, 25% June 2026.

Nenagh

Municipal

District .
Item 7. It was proposed by Cllr. J. P. O'Meara and seconded by Clir.

To approve Bonfield and resolved:

updates

Schedule of “That in accordance with Section 103 of the Local Government Act
Municipal 2001, as amended by Section 58 of the Local Government Reform

District Works
2026

Act 2014,

a. The Schedule of Municipal District Works (SMDW) for the
financial year ending 315 December 2026 as updated be
and is hereby adopted, and

b. Where relevant, that any subsequent changes to the
Schedule necessitated by either an inability to proceed with
certain works or by emergency repairs elsewhere may be
implemented subject to notification to the members as soon
as may be and that the works so deferred may be
considered for inclusion in the Schedule for the next
financial year”

Item 8.

To approve
allocation of
funding under
the Contribution
to Clubs &
Organisations.

It was proposed by Cllr. Bonfield and seconded by Clir. Bugler
and resolved that in accordance with the terms of the Contribution
to Clubs and Organisations Grant Scheme the payment of grants be
made to the following:

Recommendation
€250.00

' Club/Organisation
Birdhill Development & Environmental
Association

Item 9.
To approve
allocation of

It was proposed by Clir. Bonfield and seconded by Clir. Bugler
and resolved that in accordance with the terms of the Contribution
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funding under
the
Contributions to
Residents
Associations

to Residents Associations Grant Scheme the payment of grants be
made to the following:

Residents Association Recommendation
Tullow Residents Association €150.00
Clonbealy Residents Association €250.00
Castle Oak Residents Association €250.00
Lakeside Villas Residents Association €150.00

Item 10.
To approve
allocation of
funding under
the
Contributions to
Burial Grounds.

Ms. R. Joyce explained that there were no further Burial Ground
grants to approve as they were all approved earlier in the year.

Item 11.

To update
members on
projects &
events

Newport Town Team/Newport Town Centre First Plan:

* A meeting of the Newport Town Team took place on 12t May
2026.
e Various actions were agreed at the meeting including:

o Need to focus on vacant and derelict property.
Approaches to be made to owners of properties.
Consideration to be given to hosting an Information
Evening on the various supports available to property
owners.

o Promotion of painting and enhancement scheme -
specific areas to be targeted.

o Letter to be delivered to properties on Main St. in
relation to bins being left on footpath all week.

o Consideration of small project which can be advanced in
2026.

o Prioritisation of items for inclusion in Action Plan based
on Newport Town Centre First Plan.

e Next meeting is scheduled for 16" June at 7 pm.

Nenagh Town Team/Town Centre First/THRIVE:

Meeting of Nenagh Town Team was held on 16™ April 2026.

* Next meeting is scheduled for 215t May 2026.

» Action Plan being drafted to progress implementation of Town
Centre First Plan based on priorities and resources.

* Logo for Nenagh.ie is in course of finalisation

e Work progressing on website for www.nenagh.ie.

Town Centre First:

Networking event for Tipperary Town Teams took place in Horse &
Jockey on 23" April 2026. Representatives from Newport and
Nenagh Town Teams attended. Presentations were made from
the National Town Centre First Office, the Nighttime Economy
advisory service, the SEAI as well as staff from the Planning,
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Housing, Environment, Climate Change and Capital Projects
teams.

Rialto Digital & Enterprise Hub:
Engagement is continuing with Enterprise Ireland on potential

funding application for the Rialto under the Smart Regions
Enterprise Innovation Scheme.

Nenagh Town Park Extension:

Following a tender process Lead Engineer, Ecologist and
Landscaper have been appointed to prepare a concept design
for the extension of Nenagh Town Park with a view to
progressing to planning stage.

Design is ongoing - ecologist reports/screening and
civil/structural drawings completed.

Submission of options from landscaper has been received and
is under consideration.

Aim is to submit for Planning (Part 8) Q2 2026.

Nenagh Historic and Cultural Quarter:

Works have been completed on the conservation works to the
windows of the Governor’s House funded under the Built
Heritage Investment Scheme and the GMA. The additional
three windows that have been restored have been painted and
re-installed.

The 3-storey Gaol Block has been approved for funding under
the Town & Village Renewal Scheme. Grant is for €500,000.
With matched funding this will allow an investment of
€555,555 in this historic heritage building with a view to
bringing it back into public use. Formal notification of approval
has been received and Part 8 planning is already in place. A
tender competition was undertaken for an Integrated Design
Team for stage (ii) to (iv) of the Capital Works Management
Framework for this project. Two tenders were received and
have been assessed.. Appointment of successful tenderer will
be finalised in the near future. In addition to the funding for
the conservation/ construction works the project also involves
the development of the experience which will be delivered to
the public. This will be tendered for separately.

We will continue to strive to source funding for the various
proposals in relation to the Historic & Cultural Quarter as
funding calls open up. A call for Cat 1 projects under RRDF is
now open - closing date for submissions is July 2026. Work is
in progress on the preparation of an application in relation to
elements of the Historic & Cultural Quarter. An internal
Steering Group has been established to progress the
application. Meetings are on-going with stakeholders such as
Failte Ireland and the OPW.

Minutes of May 2026 Meeting of Nenagh Municipal District Page | 5




Combhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
Tipperary County Council

Nenagh Centre of Excellence:

e Work is progressing on initial design and the red-line boundary
for the development has been agreed with the design team and
the property owners. .

» Agreement has been reached with the property owners. Draft
contracts are currently being reviewed by our solicitors. These
contracts will be subject to Part 8 planning being secured.

e The Design Team have been requested to progress the design
and planning now that the site layout has been agreed.

e Itis aimed to submit planning through Part 8 process in Q4
2026/Q1 2027.

RRDF Call 4 - Category 2:
e An allocation of €1 million has been awarded under RRDF Call 4

— Category 2 for a Town Centre Regeneration Project in
Killaloe-Ballina. The lead authority for this is Clare County
Council. The funding is for design and planning with a view to
submitting a future application under Category 1 for funding to
deliver the project. Meetings have taken place with Clare with a
view to progressing this project.

Nenagh Transport Hub:

Engagement with NTA on the development of a Transport Hub and
the proposed relocation of the bus stops to the Railway Station is
on-going.

Platforms for Growth- Dromineer:

» Hoarding has been taken down.

e Landscaping is in progress.

* Signage has been approved to go forward for manufacture and
erection. This will need to be in place before the facility is
opened to the public.

» Contractors are on site for the installation of the Access Control

System.

Second fix plumbing issues have been completed.

Eircode has been obtained for the facility.

Tiling and studding of walls is in progress.

Works have been undertaken at the Car Park. )

Objective is to have facility open to the public by mid-June.

Casual Trading Bye-Laws:
e A total of 24 Casual Trading applications were received for

2026 covering Dromineer, Ballina, Garrykennedy, Castlelough,
The Lookout, Clare Glens and Newport.

» Applicants have been notified of the decisions on their
applications.

» 8 Casual Traders have been offered permits to trade at 7
locations (10 pitches) located in Ballina, Castlelough, Clare
Glens, Dromineer, Garrykennedy, Newport and The Lookout.

» 7 Casual Traders have received their permits to trade, the offer
of a casual trading permit for one location has been withdrawn
as the conditions of the scheme have not been complied with.
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An assessment is currently being carried out of alternative
options for this location based on range of services and
expressions of interest received.

e 1 Event Licence was issued for St Patrick’s Day, Nenagh.

Lands at Stereame:
Discussions are ongoing in conjunction with Housing Section on
options to progress the provision of private housing in Stereame.

Designated Bathing Area - Dromineer:

Interviews have been held for lifeguard positions for Dromineer.
Following training seven candidates have been successful. Garda
Vetting is being undertaken. It is planned to commence operation
during weekends in mid-June.

Borrisokane CCTV:

The planned CCTV scheme for Borrisokane which has been
sanctioned by the Garda Commissioner is now being progressed.
Meetings have been held with consultants and property consents
for installation of cameras are in place. Application has been
made to ESB for required connections and Civils are now
progressing.

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme:

e Clare Glens Project Development Measure — A planning
application was submitted to An Coimisiln Pleanala thus
completing the project that was funded under ORIS.

e Four submissions were received following the public
consultation period, and we submitted our observations on
these submissions to An Coimisiun Pleanadla.

e Further information was requested and this was submitted.

e An Coimisiun Pleandla have indicated that notice needs to be
given that further information has been submitted and an
opportunity must be given for submissions to be made on this
further information. This notice is currently being drafted.

Measure 3 of the Town Centre First Suite of Supports 2024:

e An amount of €45,000 was allocated under Measure 3 of the
Town Centre First Suite of Supports 2024. This is for Project
Development Measure Funding for Newport.

e The project provides for the development of a connection from
the historic Ball Alley site with the town centre and ancillary
public realm and amenity works through the provision of a
footbridge. Project elements included the engagement of a
multidisciplinary team to complete detailed design, planning,
professional fees and a topographical survey.

e A Section 50 application has been approved by OPW to put
bridge over the river.

s Planning was lodged to An Coimisiun Pleanala on the 30"
October 2025. Four submissions were received by the closing
date and TCC submitted our observations on same.
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e The case was decided on 27" March 2026, and permission was
granted subject to conditions. The Commission was satisfied
that the proposed development would be in accordance with
the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

Participation Nation Outdoor Fund:

Funding was secured in 2025 under the Participation Nation
Outdoor Fund in conjunction with Sports Partnership for the
installation of 3x3 Basketball Court and biodiversity measures at
St. Paul’s Playground, Nenagh. Works commenced in early
November on this project. The planting associated with the
biodiversity measures has been completed. The surface of the
basketball court has also been completed, and the basketball hoop
has been installed and is receiving a high level of usage. The
remaining item (white lining) has now been completed.

Grant Schemes:

e Allocations under the Festivals & Events Grant Scheme were
approved at the March meeting of Nenagh MD.

e Allocations under the Burial Grounds grant scheme were also
approved at the March meeting. .

 Allocations under the Residents’ Associations, Tidy Towns and
Contributions to Clubs & Organisations Schemes were
approved at the April Meeting.

* Payment will issue as quickly as possible once all required
documentation has been submitted.

* All grant allocations are subject to compliance with the
associated terms & conditions of the relevant scheme and
budget availability.

Permits for use of Jetty in Ballina:

Advertisement has been published inviting applications for permits
for use of Jetty in Ballina for 2026/2027.

Bus Stop Enhancement Programme:
In 2025 €500,000 was allocated to Tipperary County Council

under the Bus Stop Enhancement Programme. The following is the
position in relation to bus stops in the Nenagh MD:

e Kilcommon- Design is done, a road safety audit needs to be
undertaken. Itis expected that the bus stops will be
provided over the next few months.

Portroe - nearing completion.

Rearcross — nearing completion.

Dromineer - nearing completion.

Birdhill - tied in with Active Travel Scheme.
Newtown - tied in with Active Travel Scheme.

e o o o o

Nenagh Parking Arrangements:

e The draft Bye-Laws and Nenagh Maps for the harmonisation of
pay parking across the county were on public display in Nenagh
MD up to 13" February 2026. The closing date for submissions
was extended to 4.30 pm on Friday 13 March.
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o Following requests from the Chamber of Commerce and the
Nenagh Town Team signage has been erected in Nenagh to
show the locations of car parks.

Placemaking Nenagh:

1. Painting and Enhancement Scheme
¢ New scheme launched for 2026.

e Scheme has been advertised and applications invited.
Note: This is also available in other towns and villages
across the District.

2. Nenagh Roundabout Scheme 2026 -2031
e Following the tendering process signage has now been
erected at two of the roundabouts covered by the
scheme.
o Design of signage has been signed off for one other
roundabout and this will be erected when it has been
procured by the successful tenderer.

3. Nenagh Tidy Towns
e Following active engagement with Nenagh & District Tidy

Towns there has been a significant increase in
membership on the Tidy Towns Committee.

e A team of volunteers have come on board to assist with
litter picking — areas being covered on a regular basis
are the N52 bypass, Gortlandroe, the Dark Road, area
around the Abbey, Lisbunny Industrial Estate and the
Nenagh River Walk.

e Other areas are being picked as required.

e Nenagh CBS TY Students carried out weeding in the
Castle Garden for three Wednesdays during May.

e Gaelscoil have undertaken a project to the rear of their
school for biodiversity and enhancement.

e Nenagh College have been involved with the St. Paul’s
playground mural project.

4. Events

e Work is currently being co-ordinated by Nenagh Tourist
Office on a varied and interesting programme for
Heritage Week in August - this is in conjunction with
Nenagh Heritage & Genealogy Centre, Nenagh Arts
Centre, Nenagh Courthouse, Ormond Historical Society
and Nenagh Castle.

s« The programme for the Dromineer-Nenagh Literary
Festival which takes place later in the year will be
kickstarted with the DNLF Summer Series. This will
include Booker Prize-winning author Roddy Doyle in
conversation with Sarah Moore Fitzgerald at Tullamore
Park on Friday 25™ June - tickets now on sale.
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Shane MacGowan Trail:

» Guided tours are continuing every two weeks on Saturdays
and are proving very successful.

* Recently there was a tourist who came from San Diego,
California specifically to undertake the tour.

» Today, RTE are recording a piece for Morning Ireland on the
Trail. A group of approx. 25 are taking part in a tour — this
includes a group from the Netherlands, an individual from
London and others from Clare, Dublin, Laois and other Irish
locations. Some of these are repeat visitors.

e Plans are being developed for other special tours.

Cllr. J.P. O’'Meara asked about signage for the use of jet skis in
Dromineer and if an area will be marked out. Mr. L. Brett -
confirmed that he will follow up on this.

Item 12.

To update
members on the
Works
Programme.

The update on the Works Programme was circulated to members.

Cllr. Morris expressed disappointment with the quality of the grass
cutting. He was also concerned about the construction traffic to
the work at the WWTP on the Old Birr Road. Cllr. Morgan Walsh
supported his concerns and raised the issue of the lights at
Newtown - they seem to take a while to change. She also
referred to the bollards around the disabled parking spot in front
of the CBS and said that this was unacceptable and that changes
in the area were impacting on ratepayers. The IWA had been in
contact.

Cllr. Carroll said there are defects on the Newtown Bridge on the
R494 and that the damaged fence on the R494 at Carrigatoher
needs to be investigated. He asked if the possibility of a walkway
from Garrykennedy to Portroe for people arriving in boats could be
investigated, even if something could be done in stages.

Cllr. Quirke O'Meara also raised the grass cutting, drainage issues
on the R499 Silvermines to Limerick Road and from Shallee to
Capparoe, solutions for speeding in Templederry village. She
asked if resurfacing work on the R499 could be added to the work
programme as there is issue along this road due to the tailings
pond and there has been many reps on it over the years.

Cllr. Bonfield welcomed the traffic calming work that will be done
in Newport but asked if some work could be done on areas that
have sunken on the Cork Rd/Black Rd. Clir. M. O'Meara requested
an update on upgrading sighs outside schools.

Cllr. Bugler requested an update on the traffic calming work in
Ballina. She asked if the area around the pumphouse and the
exercise equipment could be tidied up and if the broken bollard
and street furniture outside Tuscany could be removed. She
asked about signage and the art piece for the new bridge. Other
queries related to the footpath from Stonehall Estate to the
graveyard, damage to the Washerwoman'’s Bridge and Darcy’s
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Bridge on the R496 and the collapsed fence on the Iniscealtra
Estate.

Mr. B. Murphy explained that the grass cutting contract is for 2
years and this is the second year. It covers 40 cuts with a
combination of mulching and collection. The contract is for over
100 acres. If every cut is collected it will increase the costs and
very few contractors will have the capability to do this work. As
work in the WWTP intensifies more may need to be done in the
area, possibly traffic lights or manual controls but it is very limited
what can be done. The bollards were put in front of the CBS
school at the request of the school as it was very dangerous at
drop off and pick up times. The provision of a disabled parking
spot in the area can be examined.

A structural engineer is looking at Newtown Bridge and
recommendations will be made in this report. The fence in
Carrigatoher would be under the remit of the TII. It is important
that there are no environmental issues around the tailings pond in
relation to the drainage issues on the Shallee to Capparoe Road. It
is currently being finalised what work is to be done for the traffic
calming in Ballina. The required work on the Washerwoman’s
Bridge will take 4 weeks. It would not be possible to provide a
footpath from Stonehall to the graveyard as it is outside the speed
limit. The remaining items will be added to CRM.

Mr. K. Malone explained that the issue with the signs for schools is
not part of the speed limit review. Mr. L. Brett informed members
that the Arts Officer was working with Clare County Council in
relation to the art piece for the bridge.

Item 13. Notice of Motion No: 3146 submitted by Clir. S. Morris
To consider That Tipperary County Council carries out a speed survey on the
Notices of road servicing St Patrick’s Terrace, Nenagh as the residents are
Motion reporting very high and dangerous speeds along the road
Notice of motion 3146 was proposed by Cllr. Morris and seconded
by Clir. Bugler
Response was given to Clir. Morris as follows:
The Council will arrange to have a speed check carried out on St
Patrick's Terrace, Nenagh as requested.
Item 14. Noted
To note
Delegated
Employees
Orders
Item 15. None
To consider
items of
correspondence
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Item 16. Votes of Sympathy:

Votes of e John, Annette and Aisling Kennedy on the death of Laura,
Sympathy/ R.I.P.

Congratulations e Dinny Carroll, on the death on his wife, Agnes, R.I.P.

e Howard family, on the death of Liz, R.I.P.

Votes of Congratulations: .
* Ruby Walsh on winning first place in the Harp Slow Airs at
the Tipperary County Fleadh
e Paul Ryan on being elected a Green Councillor in Brent,
North-West London in the recent elections.
* Tipperary Camogie Team on winning the Munster Senior
Championship

Item 17. None
Any other
business.

This concluded the business of the meeting, a true copy of which we hereby certify: -

Signed: %‘f A’(@—@"\_ Date: &5 /6 /Z 04

Cathaoirleach

Signed: %W . Date: Al /é/2 R L

Ms. Rosemary Jo'yce”
District Administrator

Minutes of May 2026 Meeting of Nenagh Municipal District Page | 12



