PROPERTY REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS FOR VARIOUS EEA/NON-EEA COUNTRIES

ENGLAND & WALES:

If any Housing applicant completes a PN1 form and submits it to the Land Registry together with the required fee then the Land Registry will confirm whether or not persons of that name own land or property in England and Wales.  If the reply received from Land Registry includes more than one person of that name then the applicant must provide a sworn affidavit that they are not one of the names mentioned on the letter from the Land Registry.

FRANCE:

It is NOT possible for a French Citizen to apply to the register in France (‘le cadastre’) in the locality that he/she resided in France to get confirmation that he/she did not own property in that particular locality.  It is possible to get a certificate if you do actually own property in that locality. In the instances of French Citizens, a sworn affidavit will suffice to the effect that they do not own land or property in France.

GERMANY:

Applicants should be referred to the so called ‘Einwohnermeldeamt’ (registration office) in Germany at their place of residence.  Each city or district has its own land registry where there would be a record on existing property.  The information together with a sworn affidavit to the effect that the applicant does not own property in any city o district in Germany would be needed.  Applicants should also be asked for a so called ‘Meldeauskunft’ which is a list of their previous residential addresses and their registrations with the city councils as every resident has to register same in Germany.

HUNGARY:

The Consular Section of the Hungarian Embassy was not able to provide definitive answers regarding Hungarian Citizens.  Their advice is as follows:  ‘the clients should contact the competent Hungarian Authority, which is the Ministry of Rural Development, Videkfejkesztesi Miniszerium 1055 Budapest, Kossuth Lajoster 11, 1860 Budapest.  Tel: 0036 1 795 2000’.

ITALY:

Italian applicants should refer to the ‘Agenzia del Territorio’ of the area where they are from in Italy for all information relating to property ownership in Italy.

JORDAN:

The applicant should contact the Department of Land and Registry who will provide them with a certificate testifying whether or not they own property (fee 1 Jordanian Dinar).  This document should then be taken to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Jordan for their official stamp (fee 5 Jordanian Dinar).  The applicant does not need to present in person.  Application can be made through a relative in Jordan.

NORTHER IRELAND:

The agency to contact is Land & Property Services, Lanyon Plaza, 7 Lanyon Place, Town Parks, Belfast, BT1 3LP.  Tel 030 0200 7803

POLAND:

Polish applicants should contact their Local Authority ‘Starostwo Powiatowe’ and obtain a certification from their Land and Building Inventory.

SCOTLAND:

Scottish applicants are required to get confirmation from the Scottish Land Registry that they do not own property in the county they lived in there, plus a sworn affidavit that they do not own property in the remaining 32 counties.

SLOVAKIA:

Confirmation from the county the applicant resided in is available following submission of a written request along with a fee of €8 to that County’s Cadastry Register.  This along with a sworn affidavit confirming that they do not own property in any other county within Solvakia.

SOUTH AFRICA:

Those applicants would need to engage a lawyer to complete the process for them or alternatively contact the Department of Land Affairs in South Africa to seek the information.  This department is arranged on a regional basis in South Africa and the Consular Section in the South African Embassy gave the following as the contact number of the office in Pretoria for those applicants based in the region.  Tel: +27 123 128911.

SWITZERLAND:

There is no centralized property register in Switzerland.  These land registries are locally organised.  Switzerland has 26 Cantons.  Some of the Cantons have several land registry offices.  Furthermore, Switzerland has three official languages.  Applicants are required to submit a translated copy from the land registry in their own canton and a sworn affidavit that they do not own properties in any of the cantons in Switzerland.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

Each state has control over its own recordings.  If they have property then they can contact the land registry/deed office the state which would have a recording.  If they do not they may wish to check with the Real Estate Board in any state they may have resided in order to get confirmation that no property is listed under the name provided.  Alternatively, applicants may wish to provide copies of tax returns filed with Internal Revenue Service and state taxes (which generally include property tax) as for US citizens it is a federal law that taxes are filed every year even if they are not resident in the US.

CHINA: to be confirmed with Embassy.
ZAMBIA: to be confirmed with Embassy.
PAKISTAN: to be confirmed with Embassy.
GHANA: to be confirmed with Embassy.
THE NETHERLANDS/HOLLAND: to be confirmed with Embassy.
